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polluted," and when Sir Robert Craigie pointed out m a public
statement that there have been more than 191 cases of visit and search
by Japanese warships of British vessels off Hong Kong, the Japanese
press rose in its wrath and, after charging the Ambassador with
impertinence for publishing any explanatory statement at all, shrieked
with fury at the idea of comparing noble Japan with a mere colony
like Hong Kong. The emotional patriotism and chauvinism of the
entire country have been let loose.
Incidentally, when I called for Craigie to-day to take him to the
American Club luncheon, he smilingly apologized for having for
the moment crowded me out of the limelight. I replied that he was
more than welcome to the limelight and begged him to stay right
where he is and to leave me peacefully in the shadow.
APPROVAL FROM F. D. R.
February 14, 1940
The pouch came in to-night. I had sent personally to the President
the preamble to my November diary, written and dated December
i, with regard to the policy that I felt should be pursued towards
Japan, saying that " I am reluctant to inflict you with a lot of read-
ing material but I guess that your practised eye can get the pith of
any document in short order." F. D. R. wrote me a very pleasant
reply, adding : " I am delighted with your handling of delicate tasks
in a difficult situation. My kindest regards to Mrs. Grew.—Yours in
common effort/' etc.
MORE SIGNS OF HESITATION IN JAPAN
April 10, 1940
The Diet ran its course and faded out. Wang Ching-wei opened
shop and I wonder how long it will take for him to fade out too.
The fundamental essentials for stability and permanency, apart
from Japanese bayonets, appear to be lacking, and unless Japan is
willing and able to keep a very considerable number of bayonets in
that part of the world for a long time to come, it does not now appear
that Mr. Wang will continue to feel quite sure of his footing. Pre-
dictions as to future developments are just as futile as they usually
are in the Far East because of the many imponderable factors in the
situation, but we can at least say that the futility of the China campaign,
in its larger aspects, is steadily coming home to the great majority
of thinking Japanese.
The foregoing assertion is based on many observations and many
talks with important Japanese. A very small proportion of these
observations and talks is covered in the diary, but just as health
diagnoses are based on symptoms, I find peculiarly symptomatic a
recent conversation -with a well-known and influential Japanese
publicist who in recent years has periodically indulged in published

